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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR CHANNEL
TARGET BASED CBD ESTIMATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/551,507 entitled “Systems and Meth-
ods for Channel Target Based CBD Estimation”, and filed Jul.
17, 2012 by Jin et al. The entirety of the aforementioned
reference is incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present inventions are related to systems and methods
for processing data, and more particularly to systems and
methods for channel bit density estimation.

Channels are calibrated to assure acceptable data transfer
and processing characteristics. Various calibrations rely on
channel bit density information. As an example, channel bit
density may be optimized based upon the channel bit density
information. Such channel bit density information, however,
can be difficult and costly to estimate accurately.

Hence, for at least the aforementioned reasons, there exists
a need in the art for advanced systems and methods for data
processing.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present inventions are related to systems and methods
for processing data, and more particularly to systems and
methods for channel bit density estimation.

Various embodiments of the present invention provide data
processing circuits that include channel bit density (CBD)
estimation circuitry. Such CBD estimation circuitry may rely
on determining a one half pulse width based upon target
values, and estimating CBD based on the one half pulse
width. In other cases, the CBD estimation circuitry may rely
on up-sampling a Dibit pulse, and calculating an estimated
CBD based upon the up-sampled Dibit pulse. This estimated
CBD value may then be used for one or more calibrations or
characterizations as are known in the art.

This summary provides only a general outline of some
embodiments of the invention. The phrases “in one embodi-
ment,” “according to one embodiment,” “in various embodi-
ments”, “in one or more embodiments”, “in particular
embodiments” and the like generally mean the particular
feature, structure, or characteristic following the phrase is
included in at least one embodiment of the present invention,
and may be included in more than one embodiment of the
present invention. Importantly, such phases do not necessar-
ily refer to the same embodiment. Many other embodiments
of the invention will become more fully apparent from the
following detailed description, the appended claims and the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A further understanding of the various embodiments of the
present invention may be realized by reference to the figures
which are described in remaining portions of the specifica-
tion. In the figures, like reference numerals are used through-
out several figures to refer to similar components. In some
instances, a sub-label consisting of a lower case letter is
associated with a reference numeral to denote one of multiple
similar components. When reference is made to a reference

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

numeral without specification to an existing sub-label, it is
intended to refer to all such multiple similar components.

FIG. 1 shows a storage system including a read channel
circuit having CBD estimation circuitry in accordance with
some embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 2 depicts a communication system including a
receiver having CBD estimation circuitry in accordance with
various embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 3 depicts a data processing circuit including a coeffi-
cient and target calculation circuit in accordance with some
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 4 shows one implementation of the coefficient and
target calculation circuit of FIG. 3 in accordance with various
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram showing one method in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the present invention for
CBD estimation;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram showing a method in accordance
with other embodiments of the present invention for CBD
estimation; and

FIG. 7 graphically depicts a pulse from which CBD esti-
mation may be performed in accordance with the methods of
both FIG. 6 and FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

The present inventions are related to systems and methods
for processing data, and more particularly to systems and
methods for retrying a previously failed data processing.

Various embodiments of the present invention provide data
processing circuits that include channel bit density (CBD)
estimation circuitry. Such CBD estimation circuitry may rely
on determining a one half pulse width based upon target
values, and estimating CBD based on the one half pulse
width. In other cases, the CBD estimation circuitry may rely
on up-sampling a Dibit pulse, and calculating an estimated
CBD based upon the up-sampled Dibit pulse. This estimated
CBD value may then be used for one or more calibrations or
characterizations as are known in the art.

Turning to FIG. 1, a storage system 100 including a read
channel circuit 110 having CBD estimation circuitry is shown
in accordance with one or more embodiments of the present
invention. Storage system 100 may be, for example, a hard
disk drive. Storage system 100 also includes a preamplifier
170, an interface controller 120, a hard disk controller 166, a
motor controller 168, a spindle motor 172, a disk platter 178,
and a read/write head assembly 176 that incorporates a mag-
neto-resistive head. Interface controller 120 controls address-
ing and timing of data to/from disk platter 178. The data on
disk platter 178 consists of groups of magnetic signals that
may be detected by read/write head assembly 176 when the
assembly is properly positioned over disk platter 178. In one
embodiment, disk platter 178 includes magnetic signals
recorded in accordance with either a longitudinal or a perpen-
dicular recording scheme.

Inatypical read operation, read/write head assembly 176 is
accurately positioned by motor controller 168 over a desired
data track on disk platter 178. Motor controller 168 both
positions read/write head assembly 176 in relation to disk
platter 178 and drives spindle motor 172 by moving read/
write head assembly to the proper data track on disk platter
178 under the direction of hard disk controller 166. Spindle
motor 172 spins disk platter 178 at a determined spin rate
(RPMs). Once read/write head assembly 178 is positioned
adjacent the proper data track, magnetic signals representing
data on disk platter 178 are sensed by read/write head assem-
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bly 176 as disk platter 178 is rotated by spindle motor 172.
The sensed magnetic signals are provided as a continuous,
minute analog signal representative of the magnetic data on
disk platter 178. This minute analog signal is transferred from
read/write head assembly 176 to read channel circuit 110 via
preamplifier 170. Preamplifier 170 is operable to amplify the
minute analog signals accessed from disk platter 178. In turn,
read channel circuit 110 decodes and digitizes the received
analog signal to recreate the information originally written to
disk platter 178. This data is provided as read data 103 to a
receiving circuit. A write operation is substantially the oppo-
site of the preceding read operation with write data 101 being
provided to read channel circuit 110. This data is then
encoded and written to disk platter 178.

During operation, CBD estimation may be performed
using a combination of a data set read from disk platter 178
and a corresponding known pattern. Such an approach may be
done using circuitry similar to that discussed below in relation
to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, and/or using the method discussed
below in relation to FIG. 6. Alternatively, the approach may
be done using the method discussed below in relation to FIG.
5.

It should be noted that storage system 100 may be inte-
grated into a larger storage system such as, for example, a
RAID (redundant array of inexpensive disks or redundant
array of independent disks) based storage system. Such a
RAID storage system increases stability and reliability
through redundancy, combining multiple disks as a logical
unit. Data may be spread across a number of disks included in
the RAID storage system according to a variety of algorithms
and accessed by an operating system as if it were a single disk.
For example, data may be mirrored to multiple disks in the
RAID storage system, or may be sliced and distributed across
multiple disks in a number of techniques. If a small number of
disks in the RAID storage system fail or become unavailable,
error correction techniques may be used to recreate the miss-
ing data based on the remaining portions of the data from the
other disks in the RAID storage system. The disks in the
RAID storage system may be, but are not limited to, indi-
vidual storage systems such as storage system 100, and may
belocated in close proximity to each other or distributed more
widely for increased security. In a write operation, write data
is provided to a controller, which stores the write data across
the disks, for example by mirroring or by striping the write
data. In a read operation, the controller retrieves the data from
the disks. The controller then yields the resulting read data as
if the RAID storage system were a single disk.

The data decoder circuit used in relation to read channel
circuit 110 may be, but is not limited to, a low density parity
check (LDPC) decoder circuit as are known in the art. Such
low density parity check technology is applicable to trans-
mission of information over virtually any channel or storage
of information on virtually any media. Transmission applica-
tions include, but are not limited to, optical fiber, radio fre-
quency channels, wired or wireless local area networks, digi-
tal subscriber line technologies, wireless cellular, Ethernet
over any medium such as copper or optical fiber, cable chan-
nels such as cable television, and Earth-satellite communica-
tions. Storage applications include, but are not limited to,
hard disk drives, compact disks, digital video disks, magnetic
tapes and memory devices such as DRAM, NAND flash,
NOR flash, other non-volatile memories and solid state
drives.

In addition, it should be noted that storage system 100 may
be modified to include solid state memory that is used to store
data in addition to the storage offered by disk platter 178. This
solid state memory may be used in parallel to disk platter 178
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to provide additional storage. In such a case, the solid state
memory receives and provides information directly to read
channel circuit 110. Alternatively, the solid state memory
may be used as a cache where it offers faster access time than
that offered by disk platter 178. In such a case, the solid state
memory may be disposed between interface controller 120
and read channel circuit 110 where it operates as a pass
through to disk platter 178 when requested data is not avail-
able in the solid state memory or when the solid state memory
does not have sufficient storage to hold a newly written data
set. Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordi-
nary skill in the art will recognize a variety of storage systems
including both disk platter 178 and a solid state memory.

Turning to FIG. 2, a communication system 200 including
a receiver 220 having digital MRA compensation circuitry is
shown in accordance with some embodiments of the present
invention. Communication system 200 includes a transmitter
210 that is operable to transmit encoded information via a
transfer medium 230 as is known in the art. The encoded data
is received from transfer medium 230 by receiver 220. Trans-
fer medium 230 may be any transfer medium known in the art
including, but not limited to, a wireless medium, a wired
medium, storage medium, an optical medium, or the like.
Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize a variety of transfer mediums
that may be used in relation to different embodiments of the
present invention.

During operation, CBD estimation may be performed
using a combination of a data set read from disk platter 178
and a corresponding known pattern. Such an approach may be
done using circuitry similar to that discussed below in relation
to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, and/or using the method discussed
below in relation to FIG. 6. Alternatively, the approach may
be done using the method discussed below in relation to FIG.
5.

Turning to FIG. 3, a data processing circuit 300 including
a coeflicient and target calculation circuit 390 is shown in
accordance with some embodiments of the present invention.
Data processing circuit 300 includes an analog front end
circuit 310 that receives an analog input 308. Analog front end
circuit 310 processes analog input 308 and provides a pro-
cessed analog signal 312 to an analog to digital converter
circuit 315. Analog front end circuit 310 may include, but is
not limited to, an analog filter and an amplifier circuit as are
known in the art. Based upon the disclosure provided herein,
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of
circuitry that may be included as part of analog front end
circuit 310. In some cases, analog input 308 is derived from a
read/write head assembly (not shown) that is disposed in
relation to a storage medium (not shown). In other cases,
analog input 308 is derived from a receiver circuit (not shown)
that is operable to receive a signal from a transmission
medium (not shown). The transmission medium may be
wired or wireless. Based upon the disclosure provided herein,
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of
sources from which analog input 308 may be derived.

Analog to digital converter circuit 315 converts processed
analog signal 312 into a corresponding series of digital
samples 317. Analog to digital converter circuit 315 may be
any circuit known in the art that is capable of producing
digital samples corresponding to an analog input signal.
Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize a variety of analog to digital
converter circuits that may be used in relation to different
embodiments of the present invention. Digital samples 317
are provided to an equalizer circuit 320. Equalizer circuit 320
applies an equalization algorithm to digital samples 317 to
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yield an equalized output 322. In some embodiments of the
present invention, equalizer circuit 320 is a digital finite
impulse response filter circuit as are known in the art.

In addition, digital samples 317 are provided to coefficient
and target calculation circuit 390. As more fully discussed
below, coefficient and target calculation circuit 390 is oper-
able to calculate target values 394 provided to a data detection
and decoding circuit 374, coefficient values 392 provided to
equalizer circuit 320, and a CBD estimate 398. The operation
of'equalizer circuit 320 is at least in part governed by coeffi-
cient values 392, and data detection and decoding circuit 374
is at least in part based on target values 394. Data detection
and decoding circuit 374 includes a data detector circuit 325,
acentral queue memory circuit 360, and a data decoder circuit
350. In addition,

Equalized output 322 is provided to both data detector
circuit 325 and to a sample buffer circuit 375. Sample buffer
circuit 375 stores equalized output 322 as buffered data 377
for use in subsequent iterations through data detector circuit
325. Data detector circuit 325 may be any data detector circuit
known inthe art that is capable of producing a detected output
327. As some examples, data detector circuit 325 may be, but
is not limited to, a Viterbi algorithm detector circuit or a
maximum a posteriori detector circuit as are known in the art.
Of note, the general phrases “Viterbi data detection algo-
rithm” or “Viterbi algorithm data detector circuit” are used in
their broadest sense to mean any Viterbi detection algorithm
or Viterbi algorithm detector circuit or variations thereof
including, but not limited to, bi-direction Viterbi detection
algorithm or bi-direction Viterbi algorithm detector circuit.
Also, the general phrases “maximum a posteriori data detec-
tion algorithm” or “maximum a posteriori data detector cir-
cuit” are used in their broadest sense to mean any maximum
a posteriori detection algorithm or detector circuit or varia-
tions thereof including, but not limited to, simplified maxi-
mum a posteriori data detection algorithm and a max-log
maximum a posteriori data detection algorithm, or corre-
sponding detector circuits. Based upon the disclosure pro-
vided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a
variety of data detector circuits that may be used in relation to
different embodiments of the present invention. Detected out-
put 327 may include both hard decisions and soft decisions.
The terms “hard decisions™ and “soft decisions” are used in
their broadest sense. In particular, “hard decisions™ are out-
puts indicating an expected original input value, and the “soft
decisions” indicate a likelihood that corresponding hard deci-
sions are correct. Based upon the disclosure provided herein,
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of hard
decisions and soft decisions that may be used in relation to
different embodiments of the present invention.

Detected output 327 is provided to a central queue memory
circuit 360 that operates to buffer data passed between data
detector circuit 325 and data decoder circuit 350. In some
cases, central queue memory circuit 360 includes interleaving
(i.e., data shuffling) and de-interleaving (i.e., data un-shuf-
fling) circuitry known in the art. When data decoder circuit
350 is available, data decoder circuit 350 accesses detected
output 327 from central queue memory circuit 360 as a
decoder input 356. Data decoder circuit 350 applies a data
decoding algorithm to decoder input 356 in an attempt to
recover originally written data. Data decoder circuit 350 may
be any data decoder circuit known in the art that is capable of
applying a decoding algorithm to a received input. Data
decoder circuit 350 may be, but is not limited to, a low density
parity check (LDPC) decoder circuit or a Reed Solomon
decoder circuit as are known in the art. Based upon the dis-
closure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will
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recognize a variety of data decoder circuits that may be used
in relation to different embodiments of the present invention.

A resulting decoded output 352 is provided from data
decoder circuit 350 upon completing application of the data
decode algorithm. Similar to detected output 327, decoded
output 352 may include both hard decisions and soft deci-
sions. Where the original data is recovered (i.e., the data
decoding algorithm converges) or a timeout condition occurs,
decoded output 352 is stored to a memory included in a hard
decision output circuit 380. In turn, hard decision output
circuit 380 provides the converged decoded output 352 as a
data output 384 to a recipient (not shown). The recipient may
be, for example, an interface circuit operable to receive pro-
cessed data sets. Based upon the disclosure provided herein,
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of
recipients that may be used in relation to different embodi-
ments of the present invention.

One or more iterations through the combination of data
detector circuit 325 and data decoder circuit 350 may be made
in an effort to converge on the originally written data set.
Processing through both the data detector circuit and the data
decoder circuit is referred to as a “global iteration”. In con-
trast, each pass through the data decoder circuit is referred to
as a “local iteration”. For the first global iteration, data detec-
tor circuit 325 applies the data detection algorithm to equal-
ized output 322 without guidance from a decoded output. For
subsequent global iterations, data detector circuit 325 applies
the data detection algorithm to buffered data 377 as guided by
decoded output 352. Decoded output 352 is stored to central
queue memory circuit 360 as a decoder output 354, and is
provided from central queue memory circuit 360 as a detector
input 329.

During each global iteration it is possible for data decoder
circuit 350 to make one or more local iterations including
application of the data decoding algorithm to decoder input
356. For the first local iteration, data decoder circuit 350
applies the data decoder algorithm without guidance from
decoded output 352. For subsequent local iterations, data
decoder circuit 350 applies the data decoding algorithm to
decoder input 356 as guided by a previous decoded output
352. The number of local iterations allowed may be, for
example, ten. Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one
of'ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of different
numbers of local iterations that may be allowed in accordance
with different embodiments of the present invention. Where
the number of local iterations through data decoder circuit
350 exceeds that allowed, but it is determined that at least one
additional global iteration during standard processing of the
data set is allowed, decoded output 352 is provided back to
central queue memory circuit 360 as decoded output 354.
Decoded output 354 is maintained in central queue memory
circuit 360 until data detector circuit 325 becomes available
to perform additional processing.

In contrast, where the number of local iterations through
data decoder circuit 350 exceeds that allowed and it is deter-
mined that the allowable number of global iterations has been
surpassed for the data set and/or a timeout or memory usage
calls for termination of processing of the particular data set,
processing of the data set concludes and the decoded output is
provided as data output 352 with an indication that the output
is unusable.

In one embodiment of the present invention, coefficient
and target calculation circuit 390 is operable to estimate a
channel bit density based upon a Dibit pulse. This estimated
channel bit density is provided as CBD estimate 398, and
used to calculate one or both of target values 394 and coeffi-
cient values 392. Target values 394 and coefficient values 392
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may be calculated base upon the estimated channel bit density
using any algorithm or approach known in the art. An
example of such a Dibit pulse is shown as pulse 705 of a
timing diagram of FIG. 7. In estimating the channel bit den-
sity, the received Dibit pulse is up-sampled. The Dibit pulse
corresponds to a sampling rate L, and the up-sampled or
over-sampling rate is Q where Q is a multiple of L. The
over-sampling (OSR) is thus defined by the following equa-
tion:

OSR=Q/L.

Using the over-sampled Dibit pulse (OS_Pulse), a first esti-
mate of channel bit density (CBD') may be calculated in
accordance with the following pseudocode:

CBD' = 0; //initialize the estimated channel bit density//
Fori=0ton { //repeat over all samples corresponding to the Dibit
pulse //
If (OS_Pulse[i] > 0.5 Peak_ Pulse){
CBD' = CBD' + OS__Pulse/Peak_ Pulse;

}
CBD' = CBDYOSR.

In the preceding pseudocode, Peak_Pulse corresponds to the
maximum value of OS_Pulse over the interval for i=0 to i=n
samples, and the 0.5 Peak_Pulse corresponds to the width of
the Dibit pulse at the one half peak value. The Peak Pulse
corresponds to the “Peak” identified on pulse 700 of FIG. 7,
and the 0.5 Peak Pulse corresponds to a width 710 of pulse
700 of FIG. 7.

The first estimate of channel bit density (CBD') may
exhibit some offset from an actual channel bit density. In
some cases, the channel may be tested to determine the fixed
offset by measuring actual channel bit density and comparing
it with the first estimate of channel bit density. This fixed
offset remains substantially constant over a range of operat-
ing conditions. Once established, a second estimate of chan-
nel bit density (CBD") may be calculated in accordance with
the following equation:

CBD"=CBD'+Fixed Offest.

The second estimate of channel bit density is provided as
CBD estimate 398.

In other embodiments of the present invention, coefficient
and target calculation circuit 390 is operable to estimate a
channel bit density based upon digital samples 317 and a
corresponding known pattern. In some cases, the known pat-
tern is provided to data processing circuit 300. In other cases,
such as that shown in FIG. 3, the known pattern is the con-
verged result from data decoder circuit 350 (decoded output
352). In this embodiment, digital samples 317 are equalized
using an equalizer circuit (not shown) using coefficient values
392 that is substantially the same as equalizer circuit 320 to
yield an equalized output (y), and decoded output 352 is
processed through a target filter (not shown) using target
values 394 to yield a target output (d). The target output (d) is
subtracted from the equalized output (y) to yield an error
output. Target values 394 and coeflicient values 392 are
adjusted such that the error value is reduced.

FIG. 4 depicts a calculation circuit 400 that may be used to
implement coefficient and target calculation circuit 390
where the channel bit density is estimated based upon digital
samples 317 and the corresponding known pattern. Where
calculation circuit 400 is used in place of coefficient and
target calculation circuit 390, digital samples 317 are con-
nected to digital samples 402, decoded output 352 or a
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received known pattern is connected to ideal output 404, CBD
estimate 398 is connected to a CBD estimate 498, coefficient
values 392 are connected to a coefficient output 492, and
target values 394 are connected to a target output 494. Cal-
culation circuit 400 includes an equalizer circuit 410 that
equalizes digital samples 412 to yield an equalized output 412
(v) using interim coeflicients 415 (e.g., [f;, T}, 5, . . . T, ],
and a target filter circuit 420 applies a target filtering algo-
rithm to ideal output 404 to yield a target output 422 (d) using
interim values 425 (e.g., [1, hy, h,, . . . h,,]), target output
422 is subtracted from equalized output 412 by a summation
circuit 430 to yield an error value 435.

Error value 435 is provided to a coefficient and target value
calculation circuit 440. Coefficient and target value calcula-
tion circuit 440 is operable to calculated updated interim
coefficients 415 and interim values 425 to drive error value
435 toward zero. Such calculations are done based upon the
following definitions relying on Toeplitz matrices denoted
using Matlab™ notation:

y=L.f.

a=T7,

T =Toeplitz(x(N:end)x(N:-1:1), and

T, =Toeplitz(a(M:end),a(M:-1:1),

where T, is an array of the samples received as digital samples
402, T, is an array of the values received as ideal output 404,

T are interim coefficients 415 and T is interim values 425.
Based upon the aforementioned definitions, values for both
interim coefficients 415 and interim values 425 are calculated
to render the following equations true, again using Matlab™
notation:

7
° = Tea/Tal:. 1)
(2 :end)

=17, T Ta(:, D

T =[Tx, Ta(:, 2:end)].

The resulting values of T are provided as coefficient output

492 and theresulting values of T are provided as target output
494.

A CBD calculation circuit 450 calculates an estimated
channel bit density that is provided as CBD estimate 498.
Calculating the estimated channel bit density relies upon an
auto correlation calculated in accordance with the following
equation:

N

R()= ) hdh(j=1),

=N

where N corresponds to the number of samples on either side
of'a pulse (i.e., the distance from the peak of the pulse) used
for the auto correlation. Based upon the calculated auto cor-
relation, a width of the pulse at one half of the peak value (i.e.,
0.5 Peak_Pulse) is determined. From this, an estimated chan-
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nel bit density (CBDy;,) is calculated in accordance with the
following equation:

0.5 Peak_Pulse

Ty N2

CBDggpy =

where T,,, is a period of the bit rate at which the medium is
read or at which data from the medium is received. This
estimated channel bit density is provided as CBD estimate
498.

Turningto FIG. 5, a flow diagram 500 shows one method in
accordance with some embodiments of the present invention
for CBD estimation. Following flow diagram 500, a Dibit
pulse is received (block 505). An example of such a Dibit
pulse is shown as pulse 705 of a timing diagram of FIG. 7. The
received Dibit pulse is up-sampled (i.e., over sampled) using
a sampling clock with a frequency that is some multiple of the
bit rate at which a medium is read or at which data from the
medium is received (block 510). This up-sampling yields a
un-sampled pulse. The Dibit pulse corresponds to a sampling
rate L, and the up-sampled or over-sampling rate is Q. The
over-sampling (OSR) is thus defined by the following equa-
tion:

OSR=Q/L.

Using the over-sampled Dibit pulse (OS_Pulse), an estimated
channel bit density (CBD') may be calculated in accordance
with the following pseudocode:

CBD' = 0; //initialize the estimated channel bit density//
Fori=0ton { //repeat over all samples corresponding to the Dibit
pulse //
If (OS_Pulse[i] > 0.5 Peak_ Pulse){
CBD' = CBD' + OS__Pulse/Peak_ Pulse;

}
CBD' = CBDYOSR.

(block 515). In the preceding pseudocode, the Peak Pulse
corresponds to the maximum value of OS_Pulse over the
interval for i=0 to i=n, and the 0.5 Peak_Pulse corresponds to
the width of the pulse at the one half peak value. The Peak
Pulse corresponds to the “Peak” identified on pulse 700 of
FIG. 7, and the 0.5 Peak Pulse corresponds to a width 710 of
pulse 700 of FIG. 7. The estimated channel bit density (CBD")
may exhibit some offset from an actual channel bit density. In
some cases, the channel may be tested to determine the fixed
offset by measuring actual channel bit density and comparing
it with the first estimate of channel bit density. This fixed
offset remains substantially constant over a range of operat-
ing conditions. Once established, an offset channel bit density
(CBD") may be calculated in accordance with the following
equation:

CBD"=CBD'+Fixed Offest.

(block 520).

Turning to FIG. 6, a flow diagram 600 shows a method in
accordance with other embodiments of the present invention
for CBD estimation, Following flow diagram 600, digital
samples are received (block 605) along with a corresponding
known pattern (block 610). In some embodiments of the
present invention, the digital samples are received from an
analog to digital converter circuit that converts a received
analog signal to yield the digital samples. The analog signal
may be derived from a channel such as, for example, a wire-
less communication channel, a wired communication chan-
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nel, a magnetic storage medium, an optical storage medium,
or the like. Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of channels
from which the analog signal is derived. The corresponding
known pattern is the expected result from the channel and
may be provided by an external source, or may be derived
from the digital samples after data detection and data decod-
ing is applied to the digital samples.

Coeflicient (?) and target (H) values are calculated based
upon the digital samples and the corresponding known pat-
tern (block 615). These calculations may be done by applying
an equalizing algorithm to the received digital samples using

coefficient values (?:[fo, f, 5, ... fi1]), and by applying a
target filtering algorithm to the known pattern using target
values (H:[l, h,h,, ..
for coefficient (T) and target (1) values is done based upon

the following definitions relying on Toeplitz matrices denoted
using Matlab™ notation:

. h,,,]). Calculating updated values

y=L.f.

a=T7,

T =Toeplitz(x(N:end)x(N:-1:1), and

T, =Toeplitz(a(M:end),a(M:-1:1),

where T, is an array of the receive digital samples, and T, is an
array of the known pattern values. Based upon the aforemen-

tioned definitions, updated values coefficient (?) and target (

H) are calculated to render the following equations true,
again using Matlab™ notation:

7
- = Tea/Tal:. 1)
A(2 :end)

=17, T Ta(:, D

Tva = [Tx, Ta(:, 2:end)].

The resulting values of T are provided as a coefficient output

and the resulting values of T are provided as target output.
A pulse width at half of the peak is calculated based upon

the target values (H) (block 620). An example of a pulse
represented by the digital samples is shown as pulse 705 of a
timing diagram of FIG. 7, and a pulse width 710 at half of the
“peak” is also shown on FIG. 7. The pulse width is calculated
based upon an auto correlation calculated in accordance with
the following equation:

N

R()= )" h(dh(j= 1),

i=—N

where N corresponds to the number of samples on either side
of'a pulse (i.e., the distance from the peak of the pulse) used
for the auto correlation. Based upon the calculated auto cor-
relation, a width of the pulse at one half ofthe peak value (e.g.,
0.5 PW 710) is determined (block 625). From this, an esti-
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mated channel bit density (CBDy,) is calculated in accor-
dance with the following equation:

1
—~PW

2
Tyir N2

CBDggy =

where T,,, is a period of the bit rate at which the medium is
read or at which data from the medium is received (block
630).

It should be noted that the various blocks discussed in the
above application may be implemented in integrated circuits
along with other functionality. Such integrated circuits may
include all of the functions of a given block, system or circuit,
or only a subset of the block, system or circuit. Further,
elements of the blocks, systems or circuits may be imple-
mented across multiple integrated circuits. Such integrated
circuits may be any type of integrated circuit known in the art
including, but are not limited to, a monolithic integrated
circuit, a flip chip integrated circuit, a multichip module inte-
grated circuit, and/or a mixed signal integrated circuit. It
should also be noted that various functions of the blocks,
systems or circuits discussed herein may be implemented in
either software or firmware. In some such cases, the entire
system, block or circuit may be implemented using its soft-
ware or firmware equivalent. In other cases, the one part of a
given system, block or circuit may be implemented in soft-
ware or firmware, while other parts are implemented in hard-
ware.

In conclusion, the invention provides novel systems,
devices, methods and arrangements for limiting the effects of
non-linear distortion and/or reducing signal to noise ratio
variation. While detailed descriptions of one or more embodi-
ments of the invention have been given above, various alter-
natives, modifications, and equivalents will be apparent to
those skilled in the art without varying from the spirit of the
invention. Therefore, the above description should not be
taken as limiting the scope of the invention, which is defined
by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A data processing system, the system comprising:

a channel bit density estimation circuit, the channel bit
density estimation circuit comprising:

an equalizer circuit operable to equalize a set of digital
samples based upon coefficients to yield and equal-
ized output;

a target filter circuit operable to apply a target filter
algorithm to a known pattern to yield a target output,
wherein the target filter algorithm is governed at least
in part by a set of target values; and

a channel bit density calculation circuit operable to cal-
culate an estimated channel bit density of a channel
from which the digital samples are derived based at
least in part on a combination of the equalized output
and the target output.

2. The data processing system of claim 1, wherein the
system further comprises:
a coefficient and target calculation circuit operable to:
update the target values based upon a combination of the
equalized output and the target output; and

update the values of the coefficients based upon the
combination of the equalized output and the target
output.

3. The data processing system of claim 1, wherein calcu-
lating the estimated channel bit density comprises:
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determining a width of the pulse represented by equalized
output corresponding to approximately one half of a
peak value of the pulse; and

calculating the estimated channel bit density based on the
width.

4. The data processing system of claim 3, wherein deter-
mining the width includes calculating an auto-correlation of
the set of target values.

5. The data processing system of claim 1, wherein the data
processing system is implemented as part of a storage device,
and wherein the channel includes a storage medium.

6. The data processing system of claim 1, wherein the data
processing system is implemented as part of a communica-
tion device, and wherein the channel includes a communica-
tion medium.

7. The data processing system of claim 1, wherein the data
processing system is implemented as part of an integrated
circuit.

8. A data processing system, the system comprising:

a channel bit density estimation circuit, the channel bit

density estimation circuit comprising:

a means for equalizing a set of digital samples based
upon coefficients to yield and equalized output;

ameans for applying a target filter algorithm to a known
pattern to yield a target output, wherein the target filter
algorithm is governed at least in part by a set of target
values; and

a means for estimating channel bit density based at least
in part on a combination of the equalized output and
the target output.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the means for estimating
channel bit density is a channel bit density calculation circuit
operable to calculate an estimated channel bit density of a
channel from which the digital samples are derived based at
least in part on the combination of the equalized output and
the target output.

10. The data processing system of claim 9, wherein calcu-
lating the estimated channel bit density comprises:

determining a width of the pulse represented by equalized
output corresponding to approximately one half of a
peak value of the pulse; and

calculating the estimated channel bit density based on the
width.

11. The data processing system of claim 10, wherein deter-
mining the width includes calculating an auto-correlation of
the set of target values.

12. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the data
processing system is implemented as part of an integrated
circuit.

13. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the data
processing system is implemented as part of a communica-
tion device, and wherein the channel includes a communica-
tion medium.

14. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the data
processing system is implemented as part of a storage device,
and wherein the channel includes a storage medium.

15. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the
system further comprises:

a means for updating the target values based upon a com-
bination of the equalized output and the target output;
and

a means for updating the values of the coefficients based
upon the combination of the equalized output and the
target output.

16. A method for channel bit density estimation, the

method comprising:
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using an equalizer circuit, equalizing a set of digital
samples based upon coefficients to yield and equalized
output;
using a target filter circuit, target filtering a known pattern
based upon target values to yield a target output; and

calculating an estimated channel bit density of a channel
from which the digital samples are derived based at least
in part on a combination of the equalized output and the
target output.

17. The method of claim 16, the method further compris-
ing:

determining a width of the pulse represented by equalized

output corresponding to approximately one half of a
peak value of the pulse; and

calculating the estimated channel bit density based on the

width.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein determining the width
includes calculating an auto-correlation of the set of target
values.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the method further
comprises:

updating the target values based upon a combination of the

equalized output and the target output; and

updating the coefficients value based upon the combination

of'the equalized output and the target output.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the method is imple-
mented in relation to a device selected from a group consist-
ing of: a communication device, and a storage device.
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